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Today’s edition continues with the review and recap of legislation covered during the Sixty-Sixth General Assembly.  
Senate Bill 11-072 was postponed indefinitely on April 7th.  The bill would have allowed a prevailing plaintiff in employment discrimination cases brought under state law to be awarded compensatory and punitive damages and attorney fees by the Civil Rights Commission or a court.  Such damages would have been in addition to other remedies available under current law including back pay, front pay, and interest on back pay, reinstatement or hiring and other equitable relief.  Any party in such a proceeding could have demanded a trial by jury.   

Senate Bill 11-107 was postpone on April 29th, and would have created an “exception to the limits on non-economic damages recoverable in a civil action for damages resulting from alcohol or drug-related driving incidents.”  
Senate Bill 11-117 was postponed on February18th.  The title itself was somewhat non-descriptive, but sought to limit restrictions governmental bodies could impose on specified private activities.  If enacted, the bill would have prohibited parents from providing a notice from a doctor to prove child was ill, extortion of a contribution to charitable organization as a condition of granting a license, approval, grant or permit, selling property acquired through eminent domain to a private party, and unjustified use of automated identification systems to detect traffic and motor vehicle violations.  

House Bill 11-1252 was postponed on April 19th.  The bill was one of several introduced concerning citizenship status of registered voters.  

House Bill 11-1126 was signed by Governor Hickenlooper on April 20th, and “requires local school boards and the state charter school institute to adopt a policy of parental involvement by July 1, 2012, and includes an annual review process.  

House Bill 11-1059 was postponed on March 23rd.  Local governments would have been prohibited from charging fees for emergency response to motor vehicle accidents with exceptions for ambulance service and hazardous waste cleanup beginning December 31, 2011.  

House Bill 11-1149 was “Deemed Lost” as of May 11th.  If enacted, the bill would have required that “applicants for any state, local or federal public benefit produce a social security card, in addition to the identification requirements in current law.”  “UNDER CURRENT LAW, state agencies and political subdivisions of the state are required to verify the lawful presence of applicants for any state, local or federal public benefit by checking an approved document ‘such as a Colorado driver’s license, Colorado identification card or military identification card, among others,’ and receiving an affidavit from each applicant stating that he or she is a citizen or legal resident and lawfully present in the United States.”  

Senate Bill 11-110 was signed by Governor Hickenlooper on April 13th.  This bill is just plain bad legislation, especially considering the magnitude of the Four-Mile Canyon Fire last year in Boulder County that was started by the carelessness of a volunteer fireman.  SB 110 requires counties with substantial forested areas to develop an open burning permit system for unincorporated areas of the county by January 1, 2012, to accommodate the disposal of slash as defined in the bill.  

This from the bill:  The General Assembly determines that “The use of fire as a tool for the disposal of unwanted slash is most appropriate when accomplished with consideration of measures that contain the fire within a desired location, minimize smoke emissions, mitigate negative impacts to residual live vegetation and increase the consumption of the unwanted slash.”  


One of the considerations imposed on a Board of County Commissioners is to “Consider existing scientific and applied knowledge of safe burning conditions, including consideration of, and the advisability of specifying permit limitations concerning the number of slash piles that may be burned at one time per person, who is monitoring the burn, the size of slash piles, temperature, humidity, snow cover, wind conditions, fuel type and moisture content, slope, and setbacks from real estate improvements.”  


Ordinary citizens should be demanding to know who will enforce and implement the permit limitations, and who will notify neighbors and other individuals (including those with respiratory conditions) when a permit is issued.  


Readers are reminded that the 2001 Los Alamos, New Mexico wildfire was begun by forest officials conducting a controlled burn who ignored weather forecasts of increasing winds.  The most destructive fire New Mexico has ever known burned across more than 47,000 forested acres (roughly 73 square miles), and caused $1 billion in property damage, left more than 400 families homeless and burned more than 100 laboratory structures at the Los Alamos National Laboratory.  


Closer to home, the Haymen fire burned more than 138,000 acres (roughly 215 square miles) and was started by a distraught forest service employee burning a letter from her spouse.  


Tiny Gilpin County has a land area of 149.9 square miles (roughly 95,936 acres).  SB 110’s required burn permit elevates the risk of a carelessly-set wildfire by astronomical odds!!! 

House Bill 11-1144 was signed by Governor Hickenlooper on March 25th.  The bill concerns fetal alcohol spectrum disorder, and expands the use of health warning information.  Also of significance is that HB 1144 requires health insurance coverage by individual and group insurance policies issued on or renewed on or after January 1, 2012 by companies regulated by the State Insurance Commissioner to cover the cost of a multidisciplinary evaluation as requested by the primary health care provider of a child under the age of 18 who is suspected of having fetal alcohol syndrome.  There are significant details in this one, so beware, “the devil’s in the details.”  
House Bill 11-1146 was signed by Governor Hickenlooper on May 9th, and brings some sanity to the abuse of ag land assessment for property tax purposes.  HB 1146 “amends the definition of ‘agricultural land’ to exclude up to two acres of land associated with residential improvements located on the land unless the residence is ‘integral to an agricultural operation conducted on the land,’” and “affects property taxes starting in property tax year 2012.”  Under current law, “the actual value of agricultural land is based on the earning or productive capacity of the land and residential land is based on the land’s market value which takes into account the sales of land and the value of adjacent properties, among other factors.”  While agricultural land is assessed at a higher rate, residential land generates significantly higher property tax revenue on a per-acre basis.”  


If properly enforced by the Division of Property Taxation in the Department of Local Affairs, assessors will no longer be able to court favors and accept gifts (legal bribes) as is now being exposed in Adams County.


The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.  
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